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An alternative is that eclipses were written down by the Egyptians, but these accounts were kept in libraries or archives, either in temples or in private hands. Very few collections of this sort have survived from Pharaonic times, and none of these is likely to be complete. However, a work on eclipses in general does survive from the Roman period. This is a demotic papyrus, possibly from the Fayy?m, which derives omens from eclipses both solar and lunar, depending on the hours when they are seen, the
